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as politically. He’s just about blown all that off.
That’s the——

Mr. Rather. You think he now has that at
deep risk?

The President. It’s very much at risk, not be-
cause of a change of heart by us but because
of a change of behavior by him.

Mr. Rather. Mr. President, thank you.
The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 4:21 p.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House for later

broadcast, and the transcript was embargoed for
release until 9 p.m. In his remarks, the President
referred to President Slobodan Milosevic of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro); Prime Minister Yevgeniy Primakov of
Russia; Gen. Wesley K. Clark, USA, Supreme Al-
lied Commander Europe; President Nelson
Mandela of South Africa; Prime Minister Tony
Blair of the United Kingdom; and Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder of Germany. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Telephone Remarks From Norfolk, Virginia, to United States Troops at
Aviano Air Base in Italy
April 1, 1999

The President. Colonel Nichols, I know you’re
about to leave on a mission. I just called to
tell you we’re proud of you, and we appreciate
you and all your Buzzards there at the 510th
and all the other people who are carrying out
this difficult mission.

And you may know that I’m down in Virginia,
and I just met with some service families to
tell them how much I appreciate their sacrifice.
And I know many of you have families back
home pulling for you, as well.

So I just want to tell you that and tell you
how proud we are. I’m here with Secretary
Cohen and General Shelton and a number of
other people from Washington, and we’re all
there for you.

Lt. Col. David Nichols. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, sir. You have the 81st and the 23d Fighter

Squadrons here also. It’s a great team. And we
are truly honored to have the privilege to hear
your voice this afternoon.

The President. Well, thank you. I know that
I’m taking you almost up to your departure
time, and I don’t want to keep you late for
your mission. But you just know we’re all proud
of you, and what you’re doing is very important
for our country and for the future of the world.
And we thank you very much.

Goodbye.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:46 p.m. from
the dining room of the Pennsylvania House at
Norfolk Naval Station, to Lieutenant Colonel
Nichols, USAF, Commanding Officer, 510th
Fighter Squadron. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks to the Military Community at Norfolk Naval Station
April 1, 1999

The President. Thank you very much. I’m just
curious, can you all hear me out there?

Audience member. No!
The President. No? The echo is pretty bad,

isn’t it? Well, if I speak louder, is it better
or worse? No difference. I’ll do the best I can.

First, I’d like to thank Secretary Cohen and
General Shelton for their truly outstanding serv-

ice in our administration at a difficult time. I’d
like to thank Admiral Gehman, Admiral Reason,
General Pace, General Keck, and the other lead-
ers of all the forces represented here.

I thank Secretary Danzig, National Security
Adviser Berger, and others who came with me
from the White House. Mayor Oberndorf, thank
you for welcoming me to Virginia Beach.
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